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Justice Sandra Day O’Connor to Sit with

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Montana

SAN FRANCISCO – Retired Associate Justice Sandra Day O’Connor of the Supreme Court

of the United States will join judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit for a

special sitting on July 29, 2010, in Billings, Montana.  Oral arguments in three cases are

scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. in the fifth floor Ceremonial Courtroom of the James F.

Battin U.S. Courthouse, 316 North 26  Street.th

Joining Justice O’Connor on the three-judge appellate panel will be Ninth Circuit Judges

Sidney R. Thomas of Billings and William A. Fletcher of San Francisco.

Justice O’Connor, who had been the designated Supreme Court justice for the Ninth Circuit

for many years, assumed senior status in 2006.  Since stepping down from the high court, she

has sat on several of the nation’s federal appellate courts, including a previous Ninth Circuit

sitting. 

While in Billings, Justice O’Connor will attend a luncheon sponsored by the Yellowstone

Area Bar Association and will also meet informally with teachers from area middle and high

schools to discuss promoting better understanding of the courts through education.

On the docket for the special sitting are three cases decided by the U.S. District Court for the

District of Montana: 

! Lovaas v. Bureau of Land Management, in which Ms. Lovaas and Elk Horn Hot

Springs, Inc., argue that the Bureau of Land Management did not conduct a

reasonable document search in response to their Freedom of Information Act request

pertaining to a timber sale.  Case 08-36068.

– more –



! United States v. Morneau, in which Mr. Morneau challenges his convictions for

possession of ecstasy and related crimes.  He claims that the vehicular stop that

resulted in the search and seizure of the contraband was not based on reasonable

suspicion and, therefore, that the district court should have granted his motion to

suppress evidence seized at the stop.  Case 09-30192.

! McCollough v. Johnson, Rodenburg & Lauinger, in which a North Dakota debt

collection law firm appeals a jury verdict awarding $250,000 in emotional distress

damages, $60,000 in punitive damages, and $1,000 in statutory damages on Mr.

McCollough’s claims for violation of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, abuse of

process, and malicious prosecution.  Case 09-35767.

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals hears appeals of cases decided by executive branch

agencies and federal trial courts in nine western states and two Pacific Island jurisdictions. 

The court normally meets monthly in Seattle, San Francisco and Pasadena, California; every

other month in Portland, Oregon; three times per year in Honolulu, Hawaii; and once a year

in Anchorage, Alaska.  A complete schedule of cases is available online at

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov.
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Note to Editors: Photography and audio/video recording of the proceedings is
permitted with approval of panel.  A camera request form is available from the Ninth
Circuit Public Information Office.

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov.

